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Righteouſneſs theWa ayto avert impending * 5 
I be certain Met bod to ſecure the a rn : 


St. MAT TH EW. AAA \y-STREET, 


Upon FepruARY x 11, 1757.1 


Being the Day l by Proclamation, for 

__ a'GENERAL EAS and HUMILIATION before 
r Gop; . 

To be obſerved. in ihe TY cat ay [0-0 Manner, 
by ſending up our Prayers and Supplications to the Di- 
vine Majeſty ; for obtaining Pardon of our Sins, and 
25 averting thoſe heavy 3 which our mani- 


fold Provocations have: molt Juſtly deſerved. - 


Majeſty's Arms by Sea and Land, and for #eftoring and per- 


petuating Peace, Safety and | Profperity to Hill aud to 
Us 8 L 


| 


— 


By che Reverend Mr, SMITH, DB 
Preacher of the Sunday Morning and Thuriday Afternoon 


Lectures: in the Parjſh Church of St. Gz/es's, Cripplegate, which 
are pporned by the worthipful Company of Haberdaſhers. 
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10 THE 


N A 8 T E R, 
WAR. DE N s, 


AWW 
COURT of ASSISTANTS, 


OF THE | 


WoRSHIPFUL. Company or 


HABERDASHERS, 


THIS DISCOURSE, 
I with all due — 


and unfeigned Regard, Ts 
Z Humbly inſcribed | 
By cheir moſt obli gd, and 
Moſt obedient PORT 
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TnouAs SMITH. 


rent ſeems to carry all before it. 
Im piety abounds among all ranks and or- 
ders of men, to the great reproach of human 
A 2 : nature, 


Ye p. R O v. XIV. 34. j 
RBB, exalteth a nation, but fin Ul, 
a reproach to any people, | 
75 e the benevolent author of our fy 
Wa compoſition had formed man out of 1 
dhe duſt, and made him in the image i" 
8 of his own eternity, he ſo ſtrongly if 
implanted in his mind a ſenſe of religion, that it if 
might ſeem intirely unneceſſary to exhort rati- 1 
onal beings to be religious, did their not ap- 1 
pear a general neglect of, and an utter averſi- 1 
on to, the practice of it. Beings that can re- il 
flect on the many preſent advantages and fu- nt 
ture bleſſings, which will accrue to them from if 
a due regard to their reaſon and underſtanding, i 
and taking care of their infinitely better and Ml 
more durable part — Beings who have a law 1 
written in their hearts, and a faithful monitor 1 
in their breaſts, which reproves them when 1 
they deviate from the practice of virtue, and | 
applauds them in the exerciſe of every amia- 1 
ble and worthy action; were it not for that 9 
Uueluge of immorality and profaneneſs, which ilf 
has broke in upon us, and like a mighty tor 1 
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nature, and to that dignity which was confer- | 

red upon it, by the divine munificence at the | 

creation (a). Men have baſely degenerated 
from original rectitude, and ſo ignominiouſly 
| depreſſed their intellectual faculties, by depart- | 


ing from the laws of reaſon, and allowing 
themſelves in ſuch à diſſoluteneſs of life and 
| manners, that multitudes pay no regard to 
1 things ſacred or ſerious, nor make any differ- 
ence between thoſe that are holy, and thoſe 
that are profane. Thus does an indulgence in 
ſin render men averſe to that which is good, 
and gradually harden them in evil, by which 
means their underſtanding is blinded with un- - 
lawful objects, their reafon perverted by the. | 
power of exorbitant appetites, their conſcience” 
deluded by the force of vicious habits, and 
what is infinitely- worſe, Religion, that bright 
repreſentation of the Deity, and the glorious 
perfection of our rational nature, is frequently 
proſtituted to ſordid - purpoſes, and under co- 
lour of ſanctity is a cover for the greateſt enor- 
mities and moſt flagrant hypocrify, 
| When the intellectual faculty is dethroned 
| and the paſſions govern the ſou], and men have 
_ caſt off all reverence for God; they can ſilence 
the voice of their inward reprover, and ridicule 
the divine nature and attributes; they can con- 


fidently play the wanton with death, and au- 


„ aAaciouſiy 
J (2) The baſe degeneracy of Chriſtians and their wick- 
0 ed lives, gave that worthy prelate Bp. Kidder occaſion to 


ſay, that were a wiſe man to chuſe his religion, by the 
lives of thoſe Who profeſs it, perhaps Chriſtianity would 
; be the laſt religion he would chuſe. K:dder on.the Me. 
$ frab, vol. III. page 38. f hs | FFF 
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[3 
daciouſly 8 with that AN heh and ſo- 
lemn en of the laſt day. 

When men are arrived to ſuch a pitch of 
wickednek, there is nothing will reſtrain them 
from that which they ought to abhor; nor 

will any human means proyoke them to love 
that which is good. They are ſo influenced 
by the deteſtabje pleaſures. of vice, that -evil 
actions are often applauded, and virtuous per- 
formances are treated with contempt; ſo that 
inſtead of abandoning the ' periſhable enjoy- 
ments of ſenſe, men ſwiftly purſue the way 
which leads to everlaſting deſtruction. Let us 
endeayour to avoid the dreadful evil of ſin, 
that it may not poiſon our affections, and that 
* iniquity may not prove our eternal ruin. 3 

Were proper methods diligently purſued, 
they would greatly prevent the ſpreading of 
. hinder its intoxicating pleaſures 
from ſeizing our minds, and enable us to with- 
ſtand all its alluring baits and overbearing ſo- 
licitations. Since we are aſſured from reaſon 
and revelation, that the conſtant exerciſe of 
our rational faculties, will help to preſerve us 
from the infection of fin, and aſſiſt us againſt 
all its polluting qualities; we ought to employ 
thoſe powers in repelling the force of tempta- 
tions, and in getting a clear view of the ſad 
and deplorable effects which yieldin g to thoſe 
temptations produce. 

Mere men ſenſible how much they un 
themſelves, when they relinquiſh the noble 
entertainments of the mind for ſenſual de- 
10 N would have ſuch an abhorrence of 

_ ſenſuality, 


* 


\ 


A * — 


| ſenſuality, as would make them more affidu- 


From ſuperſtitious rites and penal creeds; 


[6] 


ous to preſerve the dignity of their nature, and 


to hold in the utmoſt deteſtation, every thing 


that is vile, or unbecoming their moral cha- 
racter. The maintaining ſuch an averſion to 


vice, will keep us upon our guard, and arm 


us againſt all its noxious infinuations © 
A true idea of fin, with all its direful con- 
ſequences, will convince us that no communi- 


ties can be ſupported without the practice of 
| juſtice and integrity; and that it will be im- 


poſſible for any nation, to maintain its honour 
and eſteem in the world, when its credit and 


reputation for virtue and religion ( are loſt. 


Nor muſt we expect the bleſſing of heaven 


upon our fleets and armies, or that any of our 


endeavours will- be crowned with ſucceſs, 


while the ſtatutes of heaven are diſregarded, 
and its facred injunctions impiouſſy negleted = 


and blaſphemed. Would intelligent beings ac- 


quire true greatneſs of mind, and render them 
ſelves proper objects of the divine care and 
compaſſion; they muſt obey the divine com- 
mands, and not ſuffer furious paſſions to uſurp 
the power of reaſon, but uſe all poflible means 
to keep thoſe paſſions under its direction and 


government, otherwiſe, we abuſe our liberty, 
diſturb the beautiful ordination of providence, 
Sto) ae LY Mig. and 


(5) We grant. a train of miſchiefs oft proceed 


But view religion in her native charms, 


Diſperſing bleſſings with indulgent arms: IDES 
Prom her fair eyes what heavenly rays are ſores 1811 
What blooming joys ſmile round her bliſsfu 


| head ! 
See Sir Richard Blackmore, on the creation, book 2. p. 51. 


Lol 
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. 

and are ſubject to the aſſaults of raging appe- 
tites, which cauſe a domeſtic war in the ſoul, 
excite men to perpetual variance, and to war 


with one another. By thus oppoſing the ap- 


pointment of heaven, we pervert the wiſe 
ends of our creation, debaſe the dignity of our 
moral character, and are obnoxious to the diſ- 
pleaſure of an incenſed Deity. If men will 


leave the ſafe paths of virtue, to walk in the 


perilous ways of vice, be the event what it 
will; this they may be affured of, that the 


end of all ſuch determinations will be confu- 


ſion, and every evil work. 1 


The only way to prevent the ruin of our 
country, is to obſerve thoſe laws, which the 
great preſerver of men has appointed and e- 
ſtabliſhed for its defence and preſervation; for 
righteouſneſs is an everlaſting foundation, and 


the building erected upon it, is ſuch, as no 


changes or revolutions can ſhake or overturn. 
Would reaſonable beings obtain that happineſs 


which is inſeparably annexed to the exerciſe 


of virtue; they muſt avoid luxury and volup- 
tuouſneſs, becauſe an exceſs of carnal pleaſures 
makes the mind effeminate, enervates our beſt 
faculties, and ſo habituates men to criminal in- 
dulgencies, that they deprive themſelves of all 


true ſatisfaction and enjoyment. 


When men grow familiar with vice, they 


grow inſenſible of danger, and fo regardleſs of 
thoſe miſeries which are the general attendants 
of debauched intercourſes ; that they preſump- 
tuouſly go on in their wickedneſs, and are 
Wholly unconcerned about their chief ny: 

| ORE Po | nds 
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Minds thus captivated by the deluding pow- 


ers of | iniquity, make no attempts. to re- 


our thoughts, and make us ſo intent upon gra- 


the greateſt exceſs of riot and extravagancy; 
the doing of which makes men deſpiſe rational 
delights, and puts them from under the care 
and protection of Omnipotence; ſo that having 
forfeited almighty power and love, they can 


irreſiſtible defender. 99131310 | 
WMould we ſecure an intereſt in this power- 


nature to its higheſt excellency, it muſt be by 


juſtice and charity, and the keeping our frame 
pure of all filthy deſires, that its beauty may 
not be ſullied with acts of uncleanneſs, or any 


viſion is only made for the fleſn, and men uſe 
their abundance as inſtruments to lewdneſs; 


| flamed appetites, by turning their riches into 
1 upon inſatiable and voracious paſſions. Let 


(c) Vice is a monſter of ſo frightful mein, 

As to be hated, needs but to be ſeen 

Vet ſeen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace. 


I cover their primitive rectitude, nor uſe any 
3 methods to raiſe their affections above the 
il beaſt (c). It is evident then that ſo long as fin 
reigns in the ſoul, and unruly paſſions claim 
Il the ſuperiority of reaſon, they will ſo engroſs 


I _ - tifying illegal demands, that we ſhall run into 


claim no ſuccours of this divine being and 


ful guardian, or would we raiſe our {ſpiritual 


temperance and ſobriety, by the exerciſe of 


kind of wickedneſs whatſoever. > When pro- 


they conſume their ſubſtance, keep alive in- 


Pope's Eſſay on Man. 
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N 
us beware of luxury and olüpruoufheß, and 
exert our beſt efforts to ſubdue fin in ourſelves, 
and embrace every proper occaſion to diſcou- 
rage and ſuppreſs lin in others, leſt the prac- 
titioners in evil, devices ſhould ſpread their 
wicked inventions, and this exceſſive love of 
ſenſuality become epidemical. For luxury 8 
the ſource of moſt evils, and the certain har- 
binger of deſtruction; it cheriſhes an indolent _ 
diſpoſition, and lulls men into a fatal ſecurity ; 9 
it ruins multitudes of families, and deſtroys =_ 
whole provinces ; it. overthrows the thrones 414 
of the mighty, and tramples upon all their 
i and glory. Would we be; a confidera= \ 
le people and haye our kingdom flouriſhing, 
we muſt be cloathed with the bright ornaments. 
of truth and righteouſneſs ſe) and all the 
ſhining virtues of rational piety and undiſguiſed 
" devotion ; becauſe righteouſneſs in the natural 
operation of things, will exalt a nation, but 
"fin will be a reproach to any people. It is 
not all our boaſted privileges, nor the excel- 
lency of our free conſtitution, will make us re- 
now ned abroad, while virtue and religion are 
vilified and abuſed at home. 
The way to wipe off the reproach of fin, 's 
2 and not to involve ourſelves in national guilt, is 
by repentance, and a national reformation; for 
Wichout repentance there can be no virtue, 
1 and conſequently no deliverance from thoſe 
evils which ä and oppreſs us. There- 


| 1 46 e 
(e By righteouſneſs I do not CAFES the particular 


virtue of juſtice, but in a, more general ſenſe, as it con- 
tains every moral and religious duty. 
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[ 10. | 
fore let us diſcoyer an indignation, againſt ſin, 
and principally aim at the deſtruction thereof. 
i 1 This will be a ſeyere reprimand to the work- 
WW ers of iniquity, . and the likelieſt method to 
| promote a general amendment. 
To provoke you, to. this laudable work, 1 
tha [ briefly lay before you ſome. of the reign- 
ing vices, of the age, which, if attentiyely 
viewed, will raiſe in virtuous minds the warm- 
eſt reſentment againſt fin, bea ſtronger induce- 
"ment to obſtruct iniquitous proceedings, and of 
infinite more force to bring nenen to 5 
"Nice, than any arguments I. can offer. 
Although. God is a being of p erfect purity, 
"and his unchangeable nature 18 e entially holy, 
ghich renders. it impoſſible. for him, who is 
12 eternal ſtandard of goodneſs, to be tinctu- 
red with the leaſt mixture o f evil, or, to coun- 
_ 1 tenance : 127 as allow ene lves in impure 
3 and ſinful g ratifications; and 95 gh the ob- 
= ſervation of his laws is our only de nes and the 
1 certain way. to ſecure his 28 and protecki- 
on 3 yet thoſe laws are violently b roken, every 
| | foul and brutiſh paſſion i 18 indulged, and the 
F plan of God's moral government 1s very little 
The Fear . | 
| 5 . Intemperance, undleannefs, and diverſions of 
_ In "all kinds are not only the entertainment of 


| the great and powerful, but the lower claſs of 
| 3 not leſs criminal in neglecting the 

duties of their ſtation, to purſue: a flaviſh round 
3 of luſcious vanities, and in appearance ambi- 
tious of nothing more, than gratifying their 
= Os. and 188 8 each other in the moſt 
= TT feſnionable 


Impiety has gained th 


. 
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dur eſteem for the World, and: greatly increaſe our reve - 
..irence for God; ig will prepare the mind for ſpiritual: and 
=> -heavenly,meditations, and cauſe men ta purſue more ſtea- 
July their: temporal employ ments. I do not imagine hot 


. 


i EE Eo 
to the great reproach of the chriſtian name, 
} are ſo impious and profuſe, that they often 
= ſpend more on the firſt day of the week, than 

| would afford them and their families a com- 

_- fortable ſubſiſtance the other fix. The minds 
of men are fo diveſted of true piety, and they 
have fo little ſenſe of devotion, that even the 
ſanctuary will not reſtrain them from profane- 
neſs; and though it is peculiarly dedicated to 
the ſervice of the Deity, yet the behaviour of 
many in the houſe of prayer, is more fit for the 

ſtage or market, than for that ſacred place. 
If we proceed to the duties towards our 

neighbour, we ſhall find ſo much deceit, 
and injuſtice, between man and man, as no 
candid mind can think on without horror; for 
juſtice is no longer looked upon as rendering, 
to every man his juſt due, but rather an endea- 
vour by fraud to keep off legal puniſhment, or a 
cautious method of opprefling others, to a- 

void the ſeverity of the law. The doing to 

ſ - _ others as we expect others ſhould do to us, is 

N | 5 almoſt baniſhed our ifland, although this equi- 

5 

ö 


table regulation is the ſum of the law, and the 
l "prophets, the eſſential part of that religion, 
. which Chriſt, and his apoſtles taught, and what 
| all God's revelations to mankind tend ulti- 


| | ' © mately to enforce and eſtabliſh, yet this unex- x, 
ceptionable duty is very little regarded. In- 
oed it is ſometimes coldly and indifferently 
| de e Too T UN" x8 07 (js 
tube ſabbath-day in itſelf, is more holy than another; or that 


. nature hath made any difference; but what I inſiſt on, is 
2 the buſineſs and work of the day, and the manner of doing 
it. This is what I lay the weight and main ſtreſs upon. 
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talked of, but berni e ever er practiſed.” The love 
of ſelf is ſo predominant in avaricious and rapa- 
cious minds, that they care not how unjuſtly 
and deceitfully, they deal by others, to accom- 
pliſh their own ſelfiſh, and diſhoneſt views. 
The eternal and mme laws .of : gh- 
teouſneſs are degraded, and morality is . 
come a name of reproach among chriſtians, 
which makes it not to be wondered at, that 
diſſimulation and hypocriſy, ſlander and de- 
traction, malice and revenge, reign as much 
in the profeſſors of chriſtianity, as in thoſe that 
are enemies, and ſtrangers to God's ſacred co- 
venant. Mankind in general have little regard 
to juſtice, their ſpirits are ſo narrow and con- 
tracted, if they can but agerandize themſelves 
they re card not how grievouſly they injure and 
oppreſs others. As for that noble ſpring of 
action, diſintereſted and diffuſive benevolence 
men have ſuch an averſion to it, that they ſel- 
dom are of any ſervice to their fellow-crea- 
tures, but when their own intereſt is advanced, 
and promoted thereby, and therefore we need 
Not be ſurprized to fee inhumanity and cruelty, 
extortion and oppreſſion, lying and perjury, 
preyail to ſuch a degree, that men treat one 
another, more like beafts of prey, than like 
creatures endowed with reaſon, and created in 
the bright and ſpotleſs i image of our "uae: and 
merciful redeemer.  _ 
In the ſtreets of this great and "WR I city, 
are exhibited the moſt ſhocking ſcences of ini- 
quity; at every bye receſs, are lewd creatures 
of both ſexes to 1 the unwary, and un- 


i a W thinking: 


4 


1, 


thinking : I _ & 780. who have children 
of your on; if any of yours ſhould unhap- 
pily fall a prey to thoſe human brutes, whe- 
ther it would not deeply wound the heart of 
a tender father, to find this fon. in the arms of 
a proſtitute, and ſenfibly affect the bowels of 
an indulging mother, to behold her daughter 
in the embraces of a villain, decoyed perhaps 
in an unguarded moment into theſe ſtews of 
uncleanneſs, by wicked and deluding de- 
bauchees. Iniquity fo prevails, that it is high- 
ly -probable, there is not more conſummate 
wickedneſs, or a greater number of complica- 
ted villanies under hea , n, than in this nation 
of ours. The banks which chriſtianity has 
raiſed for the ſupport of virtue are broken 
down, and the overflowing of ungodlineſs has 
in a great meaſure deſtroyed both natural and 
revealed religion. Shell not I viſit for theſe 
things, faith the Lord, ſhall not my ſoul be a- 
1 on ſuch a nation as e (7). What 
5 8 ſpecies | 


" 6) The 4 1 is impeached, N the Deity i is 
rep reſented as an angry and revengeful Being, who de- 
Babes in the deſtruction of his creatures, and has previ- 
ouſly to their: exiſtence irrecoverably decreed them to eter- 


nal miſexy., When ſuch ſentiments are entertained, and 


men are taught that God is an arbitrary ſovereign, it is mo 
wonder that they deal by each other more like blood thir- | 
ſty inquiſitors, who ſeek all opportunities to murder and 
deſtroy their own ſpecies, than like beings. endowed with 
reaſon, and poſſeſſed with thafe amiable-and godlike, vir- 
tues 3, ſuch as kindneſs and compaſſion, mercy and love. 
Tappeal to every ſober deiſt, I mean thoſe gentlemen which 
own the unchangeable relation of things, and the eſſential 
difference between good and evil, whether it be; not high 
Hanse 40 = the powers of iniquity, and that men ex- 
ert 


ſpecies of vice can aan be named which 

Ve have not, even that Which nature abhors, 
and one would imagine, could not be com 

5 mitted without, offering violence to nature, an 
throwing the animal ſpirits into the utm 


od 


SF 


confuſion, eyenthis deteſtableand unnatur Vice, 


MN AD JEL" FEES SIFCLECS oe 22 * 
it 18 greatly to. be feared 18 frequently prac ſed 
and is ſlill daily increaſing among us; let us be- 
Ware of this abomination, and exert our ut- 
moſt endeavours entirely to ſuppreſs it, leſt we 
Provoke the Lord to wrath, and to involve us in 
unextinguiſhable burning, as he did Sodom and 
Gomorrah, with fire from heaven. But, O Lord, 
thy compaſſion tails not, and therefore we are 
Not conſumed. Where is there leſs, reverence 
3 81 A inn Gen ae en 
for God's Majeſty, or a more general contempt 
ert their beſt faculties to ſupport the intereſt of virtue and _ 
religion, ſince the advocates for immorality, and profang- 
neſs; ſtrike at the root of both. It appears by thele at- 
tempts, that evil men are convinced, it will be impoſſible 
to deſtroy virtue, without undermining of religion, which 
is the main ſupport of virtue. Mr. Hobbs and ſome of 
his admirers affirm, that good und evil ate arbitrary things, 
und depend upon the capricious” humours of princes and 
the eſtabliſhed laws of kingdoms. I ſhall not enter into a 
metaphyſical diſquiſition of things, or pretend nicely to 
fu n circumſtance of right and wrong. 
But I would afk ſuch as deny the effential difference of good 
. and evil, whether they would have their wives and chil - 
. dten, their ſervants and domeſticks, believe that murder 
and adultery, rapine and cruelty, are as eligible as chaſtity 
and fidelity, juſtice and mercy. Should men believe ſuch 
- abfordities, they may as well decree; that a poiſonous plant 
may become wholſome, or that thoſe things which natu- 
rally tend to confuſion and death, are the certain way to 
promote peace, and preſerve us from diſorder and deftruc- 
tion. See theſe wild notions admirably refuted, in Bp. Cum- 
Natural and Revealed Religion. 5 WT 


of his ſacred laws, than in this kingdom; the 
proceedings of providence are arraigned, and 
its righteous and equitable commands are tra- 
1 72p and neglected. All laws both facred 
and civil are openly defied, the name of God 
is daily, and hourly blaſphemed in our ſtreets, 
and prevarication and perjury. abound in our 
courts of juſtice. The injunctions of our fu- 
periors are "diſregarded, and thoſe in autho- 
. rity moſt contumeliouſly treated. Men are io 
elated with pride and arrogancy, that the mean- 
eſt artificer imagines himſelf capable of direct- 
ing the grand council of the nation, and that 
he is able to teach, and inſtruct thoſe in the ca- 
binet. Our ineſtimable privileges are moſt 
egregiouſſy abuſed, our liberties are turned in- 
to licentiouſneſs, and our bleſſings employed in 
ſupporting e ee _ The over- 
flowing bountigs of heaven, which ſhould be 
employed in promoting the divine glory, and 
forwarding the peace and bone of moral 
agents, are become. poiſon to their ſouls, and 
the means of hardening refractory creatures in 
their iniquities. The laws of morality are ſub- 
verted by viſionary dreams, the free uſe of our 
reaſon is obſtructed by uncontroulable indul- 
gences, and both public and private happineſs 
are deſtroyed by our vices. Theſe deſtructive 
proceedings in the natural order of cauſes and 
effects, will, if perſiſted in, unavoidably pro- 
duce the greateſt extremity and diſtreſs, turn 
the hand of providence againſt us, be our pre- 
ſent ruin, and prove our future miſery, and 
fmal deſtruction. Turbulent ſpirits are fo in- 
e e eee 
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tent upon wicked projects, that to accompliſh» 


their diabolical ſchemes, neither wilful lying, 
nor corrupt perjury, will be any objection -to- 
them; if they can but compleat their miſ- 
chievous views, they value not how: miſerable: 
they make others, or what deſtraction and con- 
fuſion they involve their country in. Certain- 
ly here is juſt cauſe for deep humiliation and 
repentance, and ſufficient reaſon to uſe that 


thetical and _—_ language which 8 


uſed, when he confeſſed and mourned for his 
ſins, and the fins of the people of Trae]. O 
Lord the great and dreadful God, we have ſin- 
ned, . we have rebelled againſt thee by departing 
from thy precepts. O Lord, righteouſneſs belong- 
eth unto = 1 unto us confuſion of. face. Jo 


aur kings, to our princes, and to our fathers,, 


becauſe wwe have not obeyed the voice of the Lord 
our God, yet O our God incline thine car and. 
hear, ' open thine eyes our deſolation, for abe do not 


preſent our ſupplications before thee for our rigbre- 


2 775 but for thy great mercies; O Lord hear, 


O Lord forgive, O Lord hearken, and db not, 


defer for thy bum ſake, for thy ay, and thy prope 


that are called by thy name.” 
Thus I have laid before you ſome of the reign- 
ing vices of the age, and were there no other, 


theſe alone, with all their dreadful conſequen- 


ces, are ſufficient to make us deteſt the degrading 
power of ſin, and to form ſuch reſolutions in 
our minds, which if carried into execution, 
will engage us in the cauſe of virtue, and be 
the means of promey ng a general reformati- 
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[ 18 1 
on; and therefore, gather yourſelves together 
all ye that work righteouſneſs, before the de- , 
cree come forth, leſt the Lord ſhould fay to 
the ſword, go through the land, or leſt he 
ſhould rebuke with flames of fire; for. by fire 
and ſword will. the Lord plead with all fleſh, 
and the ſlain of the Lord ſhall be many. 
IIt is evident from what has been ſaid, and 
from the nature, and reaſon of things, that 
the only way to avert impending judgments, 
and to recover the honour of our kingdom, is 
by returning to the practice righteouſneſs, 
wn living in the fear and love of Almighty 

od. 
- In order to depreſs the 3 ignominious powers oh 
of ſin, and to raiſe the reputation of our nati- 
on to its antient glory, that we may no long- 
er be upbraided for our wickedneſs. Parents 
may be vaſtly uſeful in promoting this im- 
portant work, by inuring their children be- 
times to diligence and induſtry, and warning 
them of the deluſive ſnares which are laid to de- 
coy them, and acquainting them with the miſe- 
ry that naturally reſult from ſloth and idleneſs. 
This would fortify their minds againſt diſobedi- 
ent paſſions, be a means to prevent many noxi- 
ous devices, and keep off all thoſe evils that at- 
tend an indolent and ſlothful diſpoſition. By 
thus exerciſing ſome commendable employ- 
ment, and contemplating the purity of ſpi- 
ritual and divine objects, they will be preſerv- 
ed from that ſhametul confuſion of ſoul, which 
is the neceſſary effect of fin, and which is 
greatly increaſed by the conſciouſneſs of guilt, 
| WAL 


91 
| ha their reproachful deeds- are detected and 
; diſcovered. The ſuppoſing. they. could ſkreen 
| their evil actions from men, it will be impoſ- 
ſible to conceal them from God, whoſe l 
ſeeing eye, obſerves the hidden ſprings and 
motions of the heart, and beholds the molt 
artful defigns and ſubtle contrivances thereof. | 
To beget in the minds of youth an awful 
ſenſe of theſe things, and that they are under 
the immediate and univerſal inſpeclion of him, 
who is privy to all their ways, and from whoſe 
/ _ boundleſs immenſity none can flee; great care 
muſt be taken of their education, and all that 
have the inſtruction of youth, ſhould princi- 
pally regard their morals, and affiduouſly la- 
_bour to make them ſenſible of right and wrong, 
that they may perceive the eſſential differ- 
ence between moral good and evil; for when 
"they are convinced of the debaſing influence 
of x ng and the. tranſcendent. exealency' of 
virtue, we may reaſonably hope to ſee the 
beauty and comlineſs of virtue admired and 
applauded, the foulneſs and deformity of vice 
abhorred and deteſted. To imprint on the 
tender minds of youth, che love of unchan geable 
goodneſs, and prevent their being ſeduced from 
the practice of it, they muſt be cautioned 
4 againſt relying. upon a barren faith, and the 
mere form of external worſhip, without in- 
ternal obedience to all God's ſacred commands, 


oy (8). becauſe no weh faith, or mode of wor- 
o ſhip, 

(2 ) Though drerp article of our - faith be agreeable to 

Chrift's word, and every part of our worſhip be of di- 


vine inſtitution and command, yet unleſs we anſwer the 
| end 
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' Gi, will procure their admittance among the 
bleſſed ſpirits above, nor be of any forviee to 
them at that tremendous and deciſive period, 
| hen the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſ- 
ed, and God ſhall Ty Judge the world in 
a "righteouſneſs, 3.4 
Maſters of families may do Murk baer 
' reviving a ſpirit of religion, and be greatly in- 
ſtrumental, in preventing the calamities which 
kchreaten us, by reſtraining their ſervants from 
licentiouſneſs and reminding them of that bitter 
remorſe and horror which generally follows 
evil communications, and refuſing to obey the 
faithful dictates of reaſon, and the friendly 
reproofs of conſcience. ' Had men a feeling 
ſenſe of theſe thin gs, they would ſee the ob- 
ligations they are under to be virtuous, and 
the impoſſibility of acquiring either preſent 
peace, or avoiding future miſery, without ob- 
ſerving the divine laws of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs, and inwardly ſubmitting to their aqui- 
table and unalterable deciſions. Would pa- 
rents and maſters have their admonitions Pro- 
1 perly affect the minds of thoſe they have au- 
thority to reprove, they muſt ſee that their 
own lives be exemplary, and their behaviour 
in every reſpe& ſuch, as is worthy of imitati- 
on, otherwiſe their rebukes and inſtructions 
will loſe much of their We and bags 
75 The 


end of our faith and worſhip, by Ty PRIN to the inva- 
riable laws of righteouſneſs, we ſhall never be qualified to 
appear before God, or fit for the eternal enjoyment of his 
_. glorious preſence, No external garb of religion, as arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon expreſſes it, will gain a man admiſſion in- 
to heaven; 80 is no getting in there | in a maſquerade. 


1 ta * 
The obſerving minds of chiller and thoſe af 
' xiper' years, are much more effeQually taught 
by example;/"than by the moſt refined and 
"ſublime precepts of virtue, or the beſt. and 
moſt inſtriictive leſſons of mere moralitj 
Pariſh officers would the ey "ali duouſiy dil- 
as their duty, and 2 pil fide 1 5 i their 
- ſeveral diſtricts, night gr promo the in- 
-terelt of religion, and c the þ rogreſs of Vice 
and 'profinenehs. For by Wel of their oath, 
they not only ſolemnly engage to preſent | all 
ſuch houſes as uſe CIA: games, . and 15 
fane the Lords: day by ſports and Paſtimes, 
any other Pröfanation or lewd practices, "Wie 
they are alſo requifed to preſent eyery offender 
that is guilty 0 drunkenneſs, debauchery; un- 
cleanneſs, and profane ſweating, or any! king'© "a 
* wickedneſs whatſoever.” If they Know. a | 
their reſpective pariſhes, guilty of oe als ous 
crimes, and wilfully omit to bring ſuch le- 
inquents to juſtice, be their quality, rank, or 
eircumſtances what they will, they ſamefully 
incur the horrid guilt of "perjury n The 
civil magiſtrate may be of great advantage to 
morality, and to the peace and happineſs of 
the community in general, by ſtrictly regard- 
ing his oath, and proceeding againſt offenders 
according to the laws and cuſtoms of the 
realm, for he is ſolemnly ſworn to keep, or 
cauſe to be kept, all ordinances and ſtatutes 
made for the quiet government of the people, 
and to convict and puniſh all perſons acting 
Nen to wy of mem. 8⁰ that by virtue th 
| this 
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this an ſti ulation, the magiſtrate Ie 
the guardian 25 the ſlate, and in ſome fort 
the vicegerent of providence, and therefore by 

a vigourous, exertion. of his authority, and by 
 . exerciſing a diſcretionary. power, with honeſt 

| Ep 9 Be views,;.he will be a ſtrong barrier 


immorality.and profaneneſs, check that 
einen er {o. prevails among us, and 
72 5 ſuppreſs the vices of a Þoſe and de- 
bauc ed: age. Were magiſtrates zcalous to ad- 
Vance the public good, the workers of iniquity 
Would be "aſhamed of their horrid practices, 
and religion and virtue neceſſarily retrieve their 
_. native ſtren th and glory; for they are the 
mimiſters of God, and ſent by him to puniſh 
1 85 chat do evil, and to reward and e. 
rage them that do. well. 
| _ haye. now. pointed out fork "methods. as 
Y wt”; if duly, proſecuted, obſtru& the forcible | 


- 


0 NO | of. wickedneſs, be a means. to reform 

- ap: preſerve future generations 

fm 55 the. pollution, of this. Let us inſtantly 
be n this momentous work, and proceed in 
it bar vigour and alacrity, leſt, by our ſupine 
negligence, incorrigible offenders ſhould vio- 
lently purſue our deſtruction, and we for our 
remiſſneſs feel the ſevere chaſtiſement of him 
whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire, and out of 
Whoſe mouth goeth a two-edged ſword. If 
the ſeveral MN and degrees of men neglect 
their duty, and act repugnant to the wiſe and 
unalterable laws of providence, they muſt ac- 
knowledge, that their calamities are owing to 
their negligence, and running ec counter to the will 
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crafice to its cruel reſentment, The pious 
he could not expect, but that God would ſome way or 


of the ſupreme Lord and Law-giver. Would 


we compleat the work of  retormation, we 


muſt ſtrengthen ourſelves by unity, leave off the 


| diſcuſſion of | unprofitable | queſtions, guard "Ts 


gainſt the warm management of unneceſſary 
diſputes, - (i) and abandon bigotry and ſuper- 
ſition, the grand obſtacles to reaſon, and avowed 


enemies to truth and true religion; becauſe the 
 cheriſhing of ſuch revengeful and irreconcileable 
_ adverſaries, will deprive us of that ſyſtem of _ 
government which protects us in the enjoy- 
ment of our civil rights, and ſecures to us the 


free exerciſe of our holy profeſſion. But ſhould 
we delay this weighty buſineſs, and refuſe to 


engage our active powers in its ſervice, provi- 


dence may interpoſe, and deprive us of thoſe 


rulers 


.) The learned Dr. Shuckford hath given it as his opi- 


nion, that the Chaldeans were ſo zealous in their errors, 


even in Abrabam's days, that they expelled him their coun- 
try for acknowledging the one true God, and renouncing 


their ſuperſtitious notions, Connections, &c. vol. I. book 


4- page 201. Thus early did the ſpirit of bigotry and per- 


ſecution prevail, that implacable adverſary to divine truth 
and righteouſneſs, which has often made our rivers run 
with blood, and filled our noon-day ſeaſon with darkneſs : 
this ſpirit hath often cauſed the beſt of our ſpecies, i. e. the 
friends to liberty, and patriots of our dung: to fall a ſa- 

p. Taylor ſays, 


other puniſh chriſtians; by reaſon of their pertinacious diſ- 
puting of things unprofitable; and undeterminable, and for 
hating and perſecuting their brethren (which ſhould be as 
dear to them as their own lives) for not conſenting to one 
another's follies, and ſenſeleſs vanities. Epiſtle ded. to liberty 
of propreſying. I heartily wiſh, that worthy learned perſons 
would inſtead of reviving old controverſies, and undeter- 
minable points in theology, uſe all poſſible means to ſuppreſs 


them, and employ their great abilities in cultivating virtue, 


and in the reſtoring of true practical religion. 
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[48] 3 
5 rulers which would help to accompliſn it, or 
our ſin may be like the ſin of Judah, written 
as it were with a pen of iron, and engraven.. 
upon our hearts as with the point of a dia- 
mond; ſo that the evils we are embarraſſed 
with, will grow more confirmed and obſtinate, 
and the work of reforming a wicked degene- 
rate age harder, and much more perplexing. 
I Theſe characters are certain indications of * FX 
vine vengeance, which if they are not oblite- 
rated by fincere repentance and by the inter- 
ceſſion of our Divine Mediator, we have great 
reaſon to fear that omnipotence will ſoon over- 
take us, make us feel the bitter effects of our 
awn folly, by employing his irrefiſtable arm 
againſt us, and by executing the fierceneſs of 
his wrath in blood. Would we not fall a fa- 
crifice to divine juſtice, let us ſeek for a refuge 
in divine mercy, and gain a protettion from 
that power who is the ſovereign preſerver of 
the world, and in whom is infinitely greater 
ſafety than in the moſt impregnable fortreſs. 
Place then thy confidence in God, and let 
the genuine fruits of righteouſneſs appear in 
thy life. This will reflect a luſtre upon thy 
moral character, and make thee rticipats of 
that immenſe goodneſs, which has been ſo 
manifeſtly diſplayed in thy preſervation, and 
in the preſervation of many righteous king- 
doms and ſtates: ſhould we refuſe ſubmiſſion 
to the ſupreme being, or inflexibly diſpute his 
authority, we are not ſo immoveably fixed, 
but he may pour down the vials of his wrath, 
and make us the ſtanding monuments of his 


NT ont rains wrath 
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wrath and fearful indignation. He may for 
our horrid ingratitude and rebellion, put the cup 
of trembling into our hands, and cauſe as great 


deſolation in our age, as He ever did in lewd 
and luxurious ages heretofore. _ 


Wherever vice and irreligion abound, the 
greateſt armaments will be uſeleſs, or of very 


little ſignification. No fortified towns, or nu- 
merous garriſons, no naval force or mighty 


armies, no degrees of wealth or commerce, will 
ſupport any nation under the heavy weight of 


| fin and iniquity. On the contrary, the moſt re- 


nowned kingdoms, and the greateſt empires, ſuch 


as have been moſt illuſtrious for marks of honour 


and renown, even theſe have had their changes 
and revolutions, are now ſunk and totally diſ- 


ſolved. Theſe awful reflections on the tragi- 
cal effects of ſin, and the folly of treſpaſſing 


upon the rules of rectitude, ſhould move us 


to temperance and ſobriety, and to the exer- 
cCiſe of every religious and moral duty, or we 
can have no juſt reaſon to ſuppoſe, that God 

will ſuſpend his judgments, or deal more fa- 


vourably with us, than with other nations, 


which have indulged and encouraged luxury and 
voluptuouſneſs. 85 


Let us no longer abuſe his merciful forbear- 
ance, who by various acts of his providence, 
has often interpoſed on his behalf, leſt we 


ſhould provoke him, who is a mild and gra- 
cious father, to turn a ſevere and inexorable 
judge, for though he now exerciſes his attributes 
of mercy and love, yet there is an awful day 


coming, when he 55 diſplay his power and 


juſtice, 
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Juſtice, in the righteous condemnation of (I) 


all obſtinate and impenitent aggreſſors: there- 


fore do not deceive yourſelves, nor ſuffer any 


one elſe to deceive you, without purity of 
heart, and a conformity to the unchangeable 


conſtitution of things, no external ſigns of grief, 
will render you acceptable to the Deity ( 
Whatever men may ſubſtitute inſtead of inhe- 
rent righteouſneſs, or ſuffer by way of com- 

Borg ONT | | ne 


EE a (509 The vaſt Aſyrian empire, the capital af which was 


Nineveh, owed its ruin to the luxury of its prince Sarda- 
napalus. The Babylonian empire roſe. on the fall of the 
Aſſyrian, and as it increaſed in wealth, ſo it increafed in 
ſenſuality and voluptuouſneſs; and its wealth by being 
miſemployed, proved its utter deſtruction. The Perſian 
empire flouriſhed after the overthrow of the Babylonian, 
and grew immenſely rich, but it fell by unbounded licen- 


tiouſneſs, and in time exceeded the Babylonian, in thoſe 


vices which brought on its deſtruction. Herodotus informs 
us, that the incentives to lewdneſs were beyond number- 
ing. Hiſtorians obſerve, that after the Romans had loft 

their ancient virtue, and were corrupted to the luxury of 


Ala, they did not enjoy their liberties- for half a century. 
One would have imagined, that 4l:xander who conquered 


the vaſt army of Perſia, by the advantage of well Uiſci- 
plined troops, and their being inured to war, and accuſtom- 
ed to temperance ; whereas thoſe of Darias were ſo ef- 
feminated by ſuperfluity, that thirty thouſand Macedonian: 
conquered fly hundred thouſand Perfians. I fay one would 
have imagined, that Alexander ſhould have been in no 
danger of falling upon that rock, which had proved fo fa- 


tal to Darias. But we find the contrary; for it is ſaid 


by ſome, that he degenerated into luxury, and fell a moſt 
reproachful ſacrifice to his vices, and deſtroyed himſelf 
with the intoxicating fin of drunkenneſs. See Littlebury's 
© (1) An eminent prelate juftly obſerves, ſo long as ſin 
and wickedneſs are not mere names, but real things, and 


Herodotus, Echard's Roman hiſtory. Univerſal hiſtory. 


have their immutable properties, let Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
be ever ſo much imputed to us, Yet ſo long as vice and 


wickedneſs 
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pounding with God, will never, recommend 


them to his mercy, or qualify them for man- 


ſions in the ſacred court of heaven. All our 
ſolemn faſts and ſet times of abſtinence, are 
but a formal mockery of God, if we are di- 
veſted of ce and love, and are un- 


Willing to redreſs the miſeries of the injured 
and allicted. For the faſt that I have cheſen 


ſays, God, by the mouth of his prophet, rs it 
not to looſe the bands. of wickedneſs, and io undo 
beavy burdens, that the oppreſſed may go free? Is 


it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and to bring 


the poor that are caſt out of thy houſe? When 
thou ſeeſt the naked that thou cover him, and that 


| thou hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh. 


In vain do we flatter ourſelves with peace, 


if we do not ayoid the attractive ſnares of vice, 


and declare an irreconcileable war againſt the 
formidable powers thereof. The divine ora- 


cles inform us, that the Ninevites proclaimed 


a faſt at the preaching of Jonah; but had this 


people debauched themſelves with intemper- 
ance, or an infamous ſubjection to inordinate 
luſts, their bowing down the head, and ſpread- 
ing ſackcloth and aſhes before the Lord, 


ones have been ſo diſregarded ' him, that 


5 D 2 Rr | | he 


Sickottich'r remain in us, ep il 52 evils, DV ſuch evils 
as will make us miſerable, 7 be an eternal bar to our 
enjoyment of God. This we can no more remedy by 

the imputation of another's righteouſneſs, than a blind 


man can hope to ſee with the eyes of another, or than a 
- crooked and deformed perſon, can hope to be made ſtrait 


and beautiful, by the comlineſs and uprightneſs of his 
friend, Abp. Sharp” s ſerm. vol II. p. 180. 
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God to him 
brutes in a different ſhape. By this we diſtinguiſh things, 


185: _-. 


he would have treated them and their ſuperfi- 


cial performances with the utmoſt deriſion. 
God has a prorogative to ſearch our hearts; 
he ſees us as we are, and no diſguiſe will elude 
his penetrating eye; ſo that it we perſiſt in 
covering our vices, we ſhall certainly die in 
our fins, and periſh eternally in our iniquities. 


See then that your inward intentions corre- 


ſpond with your outward profeſſion, be per- 
ſuaded to watchfulneſs over yourſelves and 
8 affections, that your hearts and lives may 
be formed by the rules of righteouſneſs, and 
that moral improvement may be the end and 
aim of all your religious performances (m/, 
the doing of which will avert the avenging 

e e e TEES - 


; ( m) The duties delivered in the new teſtament, are lit. 


tle more than a republication of the original laws of na- 


ture in the ſtate of innocency, which being by long time 
much obſcured and defaced, were by God's goodneſs, in a 


ſpecial revelation, reſtored and brought, to light, It is 
evident then, that the general deſign of chriſtianity, was 
not to make any alteration in moral duties, but to recom- 


mend and enforce them. See an excellent ſermon on the 


love of our Country, by Dr. Samuel Nichols, the preſent 
worthy maſter of the temple. All ſin is founded in the 
ſubverſion of moral government, and therefore whatever 
doctrines are advanced, that tend to undermine the laws 
thereof, myſt of conſequence deſtroy the eſſence of chri- 
ſtianity, and bring this pure and holy religion into the 
utmoſt contempt. . Reaſon, as an accurate writer expreſ- 
ſes it, is the grand meaſure of our being and actions, here 
lieth our higheſt excellency, our trueſt riches, and moſt 
ſolid pies In the juſt exerciſe of this, a man is a 

imſelf and others: neglecting this, we. are only 


examine their natures, diſcern our ſeveral relations to them, 
and the duties thence reſulting. Whatever we invent, or 


culkivate, all arts and ſciences, all the conveniences and 


accommodatiora 


„ r 


2 
ſtrokes of providence, and diſappoint the de- 5 
vices of our reſtleſs and implacable adverſa- 


accommodations of life are managed by reaſon. This e- 


ſtabliſheth, connecteth, and preſerveth all the greater and 


leſſer combinations of men for their mutual welfare: fa- 
milies, cities, kingdoms, religion, laws, decency, ho- 
nour, commerce, fiiendſhip, every thing valuable, ho- 


neſt, commendable, ſtand firmly upon this, and upon no 


other foundation. By this we contemplate the order, 
harmony, and beauty of the various appearances in nature, 


open a proſpect into worlds vaſtly remote, delineate and 


compute their motions, as they perform their rapid courſes 
in the boſom of immenſe ſpace. By this we raiſe our 
thoughts above the whole creation, to the firſt and beſt of 


beings, the father of the univerſe, the fountain of all ex- 


iſtence and happineſs; diſcover his perfections, imitate his 


rectitude, and ourſelves are infinitely happy in ſo doing; 


by this we ſhoot our thoughts far beyond the bounds of 


this preſent life, conceive an endleſs duration in another 


world, and are animated to ſeek and hope for a felicity in 
the lofty regions of eternity. See an excellent tract, cal- 


led motives to the good education of a daughter, by an 


In whatever part of this diſcourſe, mention is made of 
religion, I do not mean that which is taught in the cor- 
rupt church of Rome, nor that which is practiſed by ſome 
deſigning men among ourſelves, who hold the form of 


: 23 whilſt they deny the power thereof. But the re- 


gion that I mean, is that which is taught by Chriſt, and 
taken from its ſource the holy ſcriptures. This religion 


if ſtripped of the additions which policy or miſtake have 


added to it, is moſt pure and wy in itſelf, is excellently 
well adapted to ſerve all the good ends of living in this 
world, and to ſupport. our hopes of living happily in the 


next. For all its precepts are pure and holy, and all its 


promiſes divine and heavenly, and in every reſpect, cal - 
culated to reſtore virtue, and to promote the rational and 
ſpiritual life. So that nothing is more clear, than that re- 
ligion does not conſiſt in fine imaginations, or the enter- 
taining of ſome curious ſpeculations in the head, but that 
religion is a real thing, and that this divine principle has 
its {eat and teſidence in the heart, FE 
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ries. Fot when a maus ways vans! the Lord, 
he will make his enemies to be: at peace with 
him, and his place of defence ſhall be the 
munition of rocks. If omnipotency engage on 
our behalf, though all the powers of the earth 
combine againſt us, yet with all. their united 
force and ſtrongeſt combinations, they will be 
never able to effect our deſtruction. There- 
fore do not truſt to ſecond cauſes, but let your 
| thoughts aſcend to God, the fountain of all 
exiſtence, the firſt mover and efficient cauſe 
of all things, who ſuperintends all affairs, and 
can without the aid, or direction of his crea- 
tures, rule and govern all places of his domi- 
nion. Nothing is more evident, than that the 
ſucceſs of the moſt adviſed. counſels. and moſt 
induſtrious application, depends upon that o- 
97 Kin wineh 1 is the ſupreme direc- 


2 


Suffer no eee. — td controul your rea- 
ſon, or be any hindrance to your making an 
alliance with heaven; then will he who has 
the hearts of all men in his hand, and the diſ- 
poſal of all nature at his command, fupply us 
with all things heceſſary to our happineſs, or 


enable us to bear the greateſt diſtreſſes, _ 
true fortitude and courage. Uſe your beſt ef- 


fuorts to ſecure a refuge 1 in God, for out of him 


2 = > 


no abſolute fafety is to be had. The phi. 
we are in is TRE. and all things here are 
fluctuating, our preſent ſtate of exiſtence is ve- 
n ith and our 7 CONLDUANCE, in it but & 

it duration. | 
25 To 


„ . 
To conclude. Many of us ſtand on the verge 
of life, and all are haſtening apace to the grave. 
The king of terrors takes large ſtrides. towards 
us, and when he has executed his commiſſi- 
on, we ſhall drop this body of organized clay, 
and enter into the unknown and untried regi- 
ons of eternity. Fly immediately to thy all- 
ſufficient Savjour, before the lamp of life is 
extinguiſhed, and be cloathed with the un- 
changeable robes of righteouſneſs ; for if we 
neglect the importent work, till night cloſes 
the ſcene, there remains no hope of redemp- 
tion. The pomp and ſplendour of the world 
will be of little ſignification, when we are 
ſtruggling with the bitter agonies of death, and 
uſing all poſſible means to retard the fatal 
ſtroke. In theſe painful moments and awful 
ſeaſons of diſtreſs, unleſs we are ſuſtained and 
comforted by the powerful energy .of divine 
grace, and the celeſtial influences of religion, 
there is nothing will uphold our fainting ſpi- 
rits, or adminiſter- any conſolation to our im- 
mortal fouls. Let us endeavour to exalt vir- 
tue on its throne, and place our deceivable ap- 
petites under its direction; for if the deludin 
repreſentations of ſin, are not rooted out of our 
hearts, images of horror will crowd in, and 
the terrors of guilt will occaſion ſuch diſtrac- 
tion in our minds, as the moſt eloquent tongue 
will not be able ſufficiently to deſcribe. 
\ To prevent this dreadful conflict, let us leave 
the perplexing labyrinths of iniquity, keep in the 
ſtrait path of divine truth and righteouſneſs ; 
then ſhall we walk with ſafety in this 1 
| . Itate, 


/ ' 


32 

ſtate, and a pil throy gh all its viciſſitudes with 
an holy triumph ; therefore put your truſt in 
the Lord ye people, and pour out your ſouls 


before him, for he is our hope, he will ſuffer 


no evil to touch us, In famine he will re- 
deem us from death, and in war he will deli- 
ver us from the power of the ſword. 
I ſhall cloſe this diſcourſe with thoſe excel- 
tent words of the ſon of Sirach; Therefore 
make no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and 
put not off from day to day; for ſuddenly 
ſhall the wrath of the Lord come forth, and 


in thy ſecurity thou ſhalt be deſtroyed ; hum- 


ble thyſelf before thou be fick, and in, the 
time of ſins ſhew repentance. Let nothing 


hinder thee to pay thy vows in due time, and 
Aker not till death to be u e 


2 m 62 
THE END... 


